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The Parke County Covered 
Bridge Festival is planned by and 
for Parke County people for the 
purpose of acquainting the public 
with our county — its beauty and 
its resources. Every effort is 
made to prevent commercialism 
in its more tiresome aspects, but 
it is only realistic to recognize that 
tremendous expense is involved. 


Farmers Market 
Is Unique 


In the spacious yard surround- 
ing the beautiful old county court- 
house, a long promenade tent is 
erected along the north side and 
half of the east and west sides of 
the courthouse lawn. This is the 
area to find the arts and crafts of 
Parke County. 

The Farmer's Market and 
Bazaar operated by the Festival 
Committee, is in the northeast 
section of the tent. Here you will 
find a bewildering profusion of 
the fruit of Parke County’s 
autumn piled, strung and heaped 
— gourds, pumpkins, melons, 
bittersweet, popcorn, persim- 
mons, pawpaw, squaw corn, etc., 
rugs, aprons, linens, sweaters, 
sunbonnets, and dozens of other 
samples of domestic artistry 
abound. Besides, the Farmer’s 
Market, local citizens display 
products of their own skills and 
farms in booths featuring maple 
products, honey, sorghum, crack- 
erjack, also, some of these items 
found in the Farmer’s Market. 
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Many hundreds of dollars are 
spent on tent rental, insurance 
maintenance of the Touris 
Information Center during th 
year, printing of programs, maps 
the Covered Bridge Courier 
postage and countless othe 
things. 

Since the festival was started i 
1957, a firm policy has bee 
established. All special sellin; 
during the festival must be b; 
Parke County cooperators and al 
selling operations not regularly ir 
business are to contribute ter 
percent of gross sales to the 
festival committee to defray ex- 
penses. 

Most residents have been 
entirely cooperative. A few have 
not. And a few total strangers 
have taken advantage of our 
visitors and of us by moving in 
during the festival and establish. 
ing roadside ‘‘stands’’ of all 
sorts. So that we may continue 
the Covered Bridge Festival we 
are providing our own loyal 
festival supporters with gaudy 
placards. Also, those cooperating 
permanent businesses will have a 
Business Membership decal in 
their store window. We ask all 
festival guests to be guided by the 
placards and membership 
decals as you enjoy driving along 
the routes, following the signs we 
have purchased and admire the 
bridges that are maintained by 
Parke County. 

Covered Bridge 
Festival Committee 
Parke County Inc. 


“Daily Festival Schedule] 


3:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
| Activities at Bloomingdale, 


Bridgeton, 


Marshall, Mecca, f 


Montezuma, Rosedale, and Tangier. Free. 

Parke County Historical Museum. Free. 
Photography Contest Exhibition. Depot Area. Free. 
Courthouse Square Activities. Free. 


| 


Week Days 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. - Covered Bus Tours from Northwest 
corner of square; $3.50, adults; $2.00 for children 12 & under. 
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - Quilt Show, Community Center. Free. 
9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. - Shuttle Wagon to Billie Creek Village, 
$1.00 per round trip. 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. - Antique Show, 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Armory, $1.50 admission (Fridays time only) 
8:00 p.m. - Leon Lawrence Slide Show, Ritz Theatre, $1.00 
admission 
(Fri., Oct. 14; Mon., Oct. 17; Fri., Oct. 20) 
8:00 p.m. - Square Dancing at 4-H Building on first Friday only. 
8:00 p.m. - Parke Players - Tues., Wed., Thurs., $2.50 per 
person 


Each evening Turkey Run Naturalist to have special 
programs, Gate fee $1.50. 


Saturdays 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Covered Bridge Bus Tours, from North- 
west corner of square, $3.50 adults, $2.00 children 12 and under. 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Antique Show, 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Armory, $1.50 admission 
4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. - Parke Players, Ritz Theatre, $2.50 per 
person. 
Mecca Homecoming - October 15 
Montezuma Pig Roast - October 14, 15, 16, 20, 21, 22, 23 


SUNDAYS 
7:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. - Rotary Pancake Breakfast, 4-H 
Fairgrounds $2.50 for adults, and $1.50 for children 12 & under. 
7:30 a.m. - Hymn Sing, South Courthouse Steps, sponsored by 
Parke County Ministerial Association. 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. - Bus Tours, $3.50 adults and $2.00 
children 12 & under 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. - Antique Show, 4-H Fairgrounds and 
Armory, $1.50 admission 
3:00 p.m. - Parke Players Matinee, Ritz Theatre, $2.50 (first 
Sunday only) 
8:00 a.m. - Mansfield, 10-mile run (first Sunday only) 


RESTROOMS 
Southwest Corner of Square ++ 
Courthouse basement 
Depot ++ 


++ Handicapped facilities available 
October 23 - 3:30 p.m. - Sim Smith Covered Bridge Birthday 


Party with special arrangements of refreshments and 
program. Everyone is invited. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDA 


bridge will celebrate its 100th birthday on the 
second Sunday of the Covered Bridge Festival. 


Covered Bridge Festival time in 
Parke County comes during the 
peak of beauty in the autumnal 
colors and the brilliant reds and 
yellows of the hardwoods are un- 
surpassed in the Middlewest. On 
festival days, before and after, a 
drive, slowly and leisurely, along 
the county’s back roads is a 
delightful experience never to be 
forgotten. 

You won’t go far along those 
roads before you will, maybe for 
the first time, drive through one 
of Parke County’s 34 covered 
bridges. They were built in the 
years 1856 to 1920 and all but 
eight of them are still carrying 
traffic. 

It is this period of time, 
especially around the turn of the 
century, that is featured at the 
Covered Bridge Festival. Crafts, 
produce, and costumes help to 
create an atmosphere which 
brings back nostalgic memories to 
many who are our guests at 
festival time and for other guests, 
younger in years, it is educational 
and entertaining. 

In late years, the Covered 
Bridge Festival has become truly 
county-wide which makes it 
possible for so many thousands to 
partake of the various activities. 
Special stands, tents and 
programs will be set up at Monte- 
zuma, Mecca, Rosedale, Bridge- 
ton, Bloomingdale, Tangier, and 
Marshall. . .not to mention at 
several covered bridges and 
scenic points along the four 
marked covered bridge routes. 

BUS TOURS 

Of course, our 34 covered 
bridges are the prima donnas of 
the show and only reason for 
having a festival in the first place. 
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Practically all have Burr arches, 
but each in its setting is a distinct 
individual and you will want to 
see as many of them as possible. 
You’ll have to go to our golf 
course to see one of them, but all 
the rest are located to carry traffic 
across streams, or did so before 
being retired and replaced by 
modern concrete bridges. 

Since the covered bridges are 
scattered all over the county, four 
routes — Yellow, Blue, Red and 
Brown — approximately 24 to 41 
miles long and from four to eight 
bridges, have been marked 
with metal signs. When you 
register at the Information Booth 
located on the West side of the 
square, you will be given a county 
map showing the routes and the 
bridges with their number, name, 
date built and stream. crossed. 

All four routes start and end on 
the public square in Rockville. As 
you drive along these during 
festival time, you will enjoy not 
only the scenic views and 
magnificent fall coloring that sur- 
round the bridges, but many find 
extra diversion in the amazing 
scarecrows put up by residents 
along the routes. Each route goes 
through one or more of the towns 
and villages of the county where 
you may see a variety of activities 
going on. You'll probably see 
boys selling buckeyes or nuts, a 
woman with jars of piccalilli, or an 
artist trying to catch the sunlight 
on a crimson tree. 

For the guests who prefer to 
‘“‘leave the driving to someone 
else,” conducted tours on all four 
routes are available all ten days. 
Informed guides describe the 
countryside, the bridges and local 
lore in running commentary. No 
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as built by J.A. Britton and is of 
Burr Arch construction. The bridge is 84 ft. long 
and has a reputation for being haunted. 
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schedule is maintained, buses 
leave as they are filled. Each tour 
takes 2'% to 3 hours. Tickets for 
adults are $3.50 and for children, 
$2.00. 
ABUNDANT FOOD 

Crude shacks, scattered 
throughout the south half of the 
courthouse lawn, house many dif- 
ferent kinds of food. You will find 
smoked hams and bacons, beans 
and ham simmering in huge 
kettles, persimmon ice cream, 
sausage sandwiches on home- 
made bread, beef barbecue, 
summer sausage sandwiches, 
pork chops, biscuit and han, cin- 
namon delight, chicken and 
noodles, and funnel cakes. All 
require some patience because 
each is so popular with everyone. 

So whether you spend a lot of 
time or just a few hours, Parke 
County is the place to visit for the 
last days of summer. 


Butler Airport 

Butler Airport, privately 
owned, is located 2⁄2 to 3 miles 
south of Rockville. It is available 
for those wanting to fly to the 
festival. Daily taxi service is 
furnished to and from the court- 
house square during the festival. 


Go By Shuttle 


For those who find that driving 
to Billie Creek Village is a 
problem, a shuttle wagon ride for 
$1 round trip is available. The 
shuttle wagon is located on the 
southeast corner of the square 
directly in front of the jail. 

The shuttle wagon runs from 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., daily, taking 
people to the village as well as 
bringing them back to the square 
when they are finished touring. 


Vigo County Public Library 
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Saturday Market Something New For Parke County 


The concept of Saturday 
Market came from a brochure 
concerning a First Saturday, held 
in Savannah, Georgia. This article 
mentioned that craftsmen and 
artists gathered on the waterfront 
each month to offer their products 
for sale to the public. 

The idea of offering on a 
monthly basis the crafts and art of 
the area was an excellent idea for 
all those who indeed have the 
crafts for sale during the Maple 
Fair and ihe Covered Bridge 
Festival each year. The problems 
of crowds, and not being able to 
spend the time that the individual 
wanted, further amplified the 
concept that Parke County should 
offer summer visitors a time for 
browsing and leisurely spending 
some time in the county. 

The committee was appointed 
to set guidelines in September of 
1982 with meetings called 
throughout the winter months. 
The committee presented the idea 
to the state’s promotional fund 
and was accepted for partial fund- 
ing because of its general promo- 
tion of visitors into the state. 

During the 1982 Covered 
Bridge Festival, many of the 
boothholders were asked for their 
opinions and suggestions toward 
such an idea. Many of these same 
people put in for space during the 
Saturday Market if the concept 
was indeed made reality. 

The same guidelines were 
furthered into a first Saturday 
ideal that would allow the visitor 


* to visit some special event, take a 


workshop, buy a craft, and find 
fresh produce. 
EVENTS 

The special event should have a 
changing theme each month so 
that the booth holder could also 
become involved with the 
activities of Saturday Market. The 
event should be one that -would 
interest many ages and provide 
an educational feature to the visit. 
During 1983, the special events 
have included shingle making, 


Maple 


In the time of long ago, winter 
meant that the livestock was fed 
and the farmer continued with his 
work. Between the new calves 
coming in January and the 
beginning of the shelling of corn 
for seed, the farmer and his 
family made maple syrup and 
maple sugar because refined 
sugar was non-existent unless he 
could get into a large city, which 
wasn't often. Honey and maple 
sugar were his only means of 
sweetening his food, breads, 
candies, cereals, jellies, jams, 
etc. 

When the weather began to 
modulate between warm days in 
the fifties and sixties and cold 
days in the twenties, the farmer 
would tap the trees by using a bit 
and brace and driving a spile into 
the tree. The entire family helped 
by hanging buckets on the spiles. 
The sugar water then began to 
drip into the buckets, then was 
collected to be boiled down into 
syrup in large butchering kettles. 
The syrup was then poured into 
jugs for storage in the basements 
or root cellars. The syrup was 
boiled further if sugar was 
desired, and the year’s supply of 
sugar and sweetening was ready. 

So it is with Maple Fair, the 
hog butchering and maple syrup 


production was done in cold 
weather because it was the time 
to de it. Maple syrup is done 
differently from the old way, but 
the process is the same — water 
evaporated out of a sweet water, 
and then canned to protect the 
flavor and keep from spoilage. 

Come see the sugar camps in 
operation and smell the sugar 
water being evaporated, but get 
up early and see the hog butcher- 
ing! 

Here are some of the special 
activities you can see during the 
Maple Fair, all at the 4-H Com- 
munity Building as well as the 
Commercial Building located on 
the Fairgrounds north of Rock- 
ville on U.S. 41. 


rail splitting, model railroads, 
grader exhibition, and gas 
engines. Plans for the 1984 
special events are now being 
made. 
WORKSHOPS 

In times past, the committee 
felt that something else should be 
offered in the way of workshops to 
teach a craft or skill. With the 
special events, there are work- 
shops offered in many different 
areas such as wheat weaving, 
domestic arts, china painting, 
chair caning, basketry, corn husk 
dolls — any area that might relate 
to the old way of doing and to the 
period that the bridges were 
made. These workshops are open 
to the public. The workshop will 
allow for the attenders to view the 
effects of the finished products at 
the close of the session. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 

The booth holders with their 
crafts and arts along with the pro- 
duce in season would be the main 
stay of the Saturday Market. Be- 
cause they have the items that 
visitors are wanting to have, and 
sometimes are unable to find on 
short noice, Saturday Market 
would provide a time for those 
crafts to be available. These 
booth holders have the time to 
spend in visiting with each other 
along with the visitors. They have 
found new insight in getting 
along with their neighbors. The 
rural community in this time, still 
has the time to visit and talk 
about today as well as tell about 
the days long past. One wonders 
just how the family got so many 
things done in a day without the 
modern conveniences of today. 

GUIDED BUS TOURS 

Guided bus tours of the covered 
bridges are offered to those who 
want to learn about the structure 
and history of the bridges and the 
county. Historic sites and build- 
ings will be pointed out and dis- 
cussed. Each of the tour routes 
has many unique items to it. The 
story of why bridges were covered 


PANCAKE MEAL 
The pancake meal is known for 
its pure maple syrup, butter, 
sausage, and all the pancakes 
that you can eat. This meal is 
served fresh from the grills 
located as close to the serving 
area as possible. Volunteers 
arrive early to heat the grills and 
cook the meals. 
ART EXHIBIT 
The exhibit of the Covered 
Bridge Art Association is found in 
the north area of the 4-H 
building. The art exhibit has been 
an outstanding part of the 
Covered Bridge Festival as well 
as the Maple Fair. Many of the 
artists are known for their work 
throughout the midwest and 
these artists will be demonstra- 
ting their styles and skills for all 
who wish to watch. Most of the 
paintings are of covered bridges 
and scenic beauty found in Parke 
County. 
CHINA PAINTERS 
The Raccoon Valley China 
Painters exhibit is interesting to 
view. The China Painters will alsc 
demonstrate how to paint china 
plates as well as other pieces. 
Here with the demonstrations will 
be found jewelry of all kinds, 
shapes, sizes, and designs, with 
plates. cups and saucers, 
thimbles — all handpainted by 
members of the association. 
MAPLE PRODUCERS 
On the east side of the 4-H 
building are found the maple 
producers and their products. 
Maple syrup in all sizes of con- 
tainers are found at the same 
prices as set by the producers 
themselves. Other maple pro- 
ducts are maple cream, maple 
sugar, maple candy, maple 
cookies, maple pies, maple fudge, 
and recipes for making many of 
them. 
OTHER EXHIBITS 
From time to time there will be 
other exhibits in each building, 
such as demonstrations of 
weaving, spinning, handwork and 


and why Parke County has so 
many bridges will also be told. 
The tour usually takes 2 to 2% 
hours. 
PARKE COUNTY 
HISTORICAL MUSEUM 

The Parke County Historical 
Museum is open during the 
summer months with its many 
exhibits and pieces of the past. 
During 1983, the museum has 
been remodeled with paint and 
carpeting throughout much of the 
area. Much of their collection has 
the names of the donors and who 
used the pieces during which 
periods of history. The museum i: 
a pleasant way to spend an after 
noon. 


GIFT SHOPS 
Several gift shops can be found 
in the area including the 


Gobblers’ Knob Country Store 
located at U.S. 41 and U.S. 47, 
north of Rockville. The store has 
many of the old items found in an 
old time general store around the 
1900's, such as frying pans, 
lamps, bowls, country hams, stick 
candy, tin cups, and pickle 
barrels. 

The Cherokee Trading Post 
also is near Gobblers’ Knob Store 
with its many items from hand- 
made items to prepared foods. 

RIDING STABLES 

The Cherokee Trading Post has 
a riding stable which takes the 
visitor into the countryside and its 
scenic beauty. Also, Turkey Run 
State Park has riding facilities 
which take you into the park back 
roads. 

CANOEING 

Canoeing is available on U.S. 
41, north of U.S. 47, by the 
Turkey Run Canoe Rental. This 
rental will take you upstream of 
Sugar Creek, put you in, and later 
come get you. Seeing Sugar 
Creek by water is almost like the 
time of the Indians. 

STATE PARKS 

Parke County is very fortunate 
in having two state parks and one 
recreational area. Shades State 


other crafts. At times, there are 
also singing and bands perform- 
ing, both country, western or big- 
band sounds. 


COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

In the building directly behind 
the 4-H Community Building is 
the Commercial Building with 
additional crafts and foods not 
related to the maple syrup pro- 
duction. This building also has a 
Farmer’s Market, as does the 
Covered Bridge Festival, in which 
the visitor can find handmade 
items, such as afghans, pot- 
holders, aprons, quilts, baby 
sweaters, ornaments, and others. 

Other booths include food pro- 
ducts such as bread, tea, pop- 
corn, hams, sausage, jellies, 


jams, preserves, candies, cook- 
ies. This building has the over- 
flow from crafts and foods that 
give the Maple Fair the same 


Aide tire Ss 


Park is located in the northeast 
part of the county adjoining the 
area of Montgomery County. 
Turkey Run State Park is located 
on U.S. 47. Raccoon State 
Recreation Area is located on 
U.S. 36, east of Bellmore. All 
these state areas offer a wide 
variety of activities for the 
individual and family. 
PARKE COUNTY 

This county offers a mixed 
variety of experiences for every- 
one with its natural beauty, wide 
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flavor of locally produced pro- 
ducts as Covered Bridge Festival. 


EVENING ENTERTAINMENTS 
The melodramas are presented 
by the Parke Players, an 
organization formed about 12 
years ago. They have been an out- 
standing feature of the Covered 
Bridge Festival for several years. 
On both Friday and Saturday 
evenings of the Maple Fair, the 
Parke Players will perform on the 
stage of the Ritz Theatre. 
HOG BUTCHERING 
As in the tradition of the past, 
hog butchering will also be done 


in that manner. Several farmers 
will arrive early on Saturday 
morning to start the fires for 
butchering hogs before noon. 
Normally a day is chosen that 
would remain cold enough to cool 
out the meat. Then it could be cut 
and hung for the curing of the 


Fresh Produce Always Popular 


County's Working Maple Ca 


variety of businesses and its 
activities. The county offers a 
time to return to the slower pace 
of yesterday and still not be far 
from all the conveniences of 
today. Plan now to visit Saturday 
Market and the county during any 
time of the year. 
1984 SATURDAY 
MARKET DATES 
August 4 
September 1 
October 6 


May 5 
June 2 
July 7 


Fair Relives The Old Time Farming Days 


hams and sausage. 

The hog will be brought to the 
fairgrounds for scalding and 
cleaning. The pieces are then cut 
up and the rendering of the lard 
and cracklings are made in the 
open kettle. This meat is then re- 
turned to the farmer who owns 
the hog to put into the freezer for 
storage. 

These farmers begin early and 
will be done by noon on each 
Saturday morning only. The work 
is done by hand so no modern 
tools will be used for the demon- 
stration. The butchering is done 
in a tent to the side of the cattle 
barn and the tent is then used for 
other demonstrations. 

So come and visit something 
new that will be added. Most of 
the meat is used in the tent and 
sold in the Commercial Building 
and the pancake meal is bought 
locally and is federally inspected. 
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Human Fraility Revealed 


Hiss And Boo At 
Players’ Melodrama 


Suffering unabated! Human 
frailty revealed! Mystery and 
drama abound in the 1983 Parke 
Players Melodrama, ‘‘Egad, the 
Woman in White.’’ The 12th 
annual Covered Bridge Festival 
production will be staged at the 
Ritz Theatre during the 1983 
festival. An old-fashioned melo- 
drama with only one purpose in 
mind — laughter. 

It features one of the most dis- 
reputable villains of all time, Sir 
Percival Glyde, a man who is not 
above dirty tricks, he’s below 
them. Surrounded by others who 
seek to defeat him, he dispatches 
his adversaries with nefarious 
ease. He even seals his young 
wife in a madhouse in order to 
steal her vast fortune! He battles 
the wicked Countess Fosco in one 
of the most uproarious fight 
scenes ever staged, and engi- 
neers mock funerals when all else 
fails. Only one thing scares him, 


Drive Carefully 
We Want You 
To Come Back 


the mysterious woman in white, 
who escapes from the asylum to 
seek him out. 

Abandoned wives, insolent 
servants, lawyers, hypochondri- 
acs and manly drawing masters 
parade across the stage in a never 
ending gale of comedy that 
terminates only when Sir Percival 
is brought to justice in an out- 
rageous and spectacular finale 
that will have the audience 
cheering wildly! 

A total of eight performances 
will be presented, including 
matinees each of the two Satur- 
days and the first Sunday of the 
festival. Saturday matinees will 
be presented at 4 p.m., the 
Sunday matinee will start at 3 
p-m., and evening performances 
will be at 8 p.m. Doors will open 
30 minutes before curtain 
time, and admission is $2.50 per 
person. THERE ARE NO 
RESERVED SEATS, but advance 
tickets may be purchased by 
using the coupon on this page. No 
tickets will be mailed, but can be 
picked up at the theatre box 
office. 


TICKET RESERVATIONS 


FOR 


“EGAD, THE WOMAN IN WHITE” 


Please reserve for me: 


Tickets for Saturday Matinee, October 15 


Tickets for Saturday evening, October 15 


Tickets for Sunday Matinee, October 16 
Tickets for Tuesday evening, October 18 
Tickets for Wednesday evening, October 19 


—— Tickets for Thursday evening, October 20 


Tickets for Saturday Matinee, October 22 


Tickets for Saturday evening, October 22 


Total amount enclosed $ 


at $2.50 per person. 


Send check or money order for full amount to: 


PARKE PLAYERS, INC. 


P.O. Box 105 


Rockville, Indiana 47872 


No tickets will be mailed. Advance ticket sales may be picked 
up at the festival booth or at the box office. SEATS ARE NOT 
RESERVED. Saturday Matinee at 4:00, Sunday Matinee at 
3:00. Evening performance at 8:00. Doors will open 30 minutes 


before showtime. 


Whole Hog Sausage Is A Treat 


Photography Contest Shows 
Off Beauty Of Parke County 


The annual Covered Bridge 
Festival Photography Contest and 
Exhibition will be held in the 
Depot area beginning October 14. 

The judging of entries will be 
on Saturday, October 8, at the 
Depot beginning at 11 a.m. 
Entries must have been received 
by October 1, 1983. 

Rules require that the entries 


10-Mile Run 
Is Scheduled 
For Oct. 16 


The 1983 Covered Bridge 
Festival Ten-Miler will be held in 
Mansfield, Indiana October 16 at 
8 a.m. 

John Roscoe of South Bend, 
Indiana was the overall winner 
last year with a winning time of 
53:38. First female finisher was 
Marge Riedel of Lombard, 
Illinois. Her winning time was 
67:32. Some 158 runners finished 
the scenic and hilly course. 

Oil paintings of Parke County 
scenery are awarded to division 
winners in five year segments 
plus a heavyweight division for 
men and women. This year an 
award will also be presented to 
the first Parke County finisher in 
the men and women divisions. 

The race is sanctioned by the 
T.A.C. with course certification 
pending. Sponsors are The 
Wabash Valley Pacemakers, 
Parke State Bank, Parke County 
R.E.M.C., R.T.C. Auto Parts, 
Michael Farms Inc., Rockville Ice 
and Fuel, Mansfield Roller Miil, 
7-Up Company of Brazil, H. and 
H. Ready Mix, Carbon Methodist 
Youth Fellowship, and the Mil- 
Ann-Dot Shop of Mansfield. 

Those interested may pick up 
entry forms at R.E.M.C. in Rock- 
ville or by sending a self-ad- 
dressed stamped envelope to 
Robert C. Lemont, RR 3, Box 94, 
Rockville, Indiana, 47872. 


Rotary Pancakes 
To Be Served 


The Rockville Rotary Pancake 
Breakfast will be at the 4-H Fair- 
grounds Sunday, October 16, and 
Sunday, October 23. Serving will 
begin at 7 a.m. and continue until 
10:30 a.m. The cost of the meal 
for adults is $2.50 and for children 
12 and under is $1.50. Plan now to 
attend and eat sausage, pancakes 
and syrup to begin the day at the 
festival. 

The 4-H Fairgrounds is located 
just north of Rockville on US 41 
across from the Funk’s Seed Corn 
Company and adjacent to the 
Parke County Golf Course. 


be taken in Parke County by the 
one who submits the entry. After 
the winners in each of the three 
categories — black and white, 
color prints and slides — are 
selected, a Best-of-Show will be 
chosen. The Best-of-Show will 
receive a Parke County basket full 
of arts and crafts. Other winners 
will receive special awards. The 


winning entries will become the 
property of Parke County Inc., to 
be used in their future 
publications. 


Winners of the 1982 Covered 
Bridge Festival Photography Con- 
test are the following: Best-of- 
Show and first place in color 
slides was Ray Edwards of Craw- 
fordsville, Indiana. Second place 
was Mark Smith of Merrillville, 
Indiana, and third place was 
Edward Toppel of Chicago, 
Illinois. Honorable mention was 


given to Lewis Satchfield of 
Union, Kentucky. Color prints 
had John Jenkins of Chrisman, 
Illinois showing the first and third 
place photos and Thomas Petzel 
of Chicago, Illinois, had the 
second place entry. Black and 
white prints entries were Thomas 
Petzel of Chicago, winning first 
place; Ellen Albrecht of Belle- 
ville, Illinois, winning second 
place; and Dennis Morgan of 
Terre Haute, Indiana, winning 
third place. sf . 

The Photography Exhibition 
will remain open to the public 
during the normal hours of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. The ex- 
hibition will be held in an area 
adjacent to the Depot. 

For more information and or 
entry forms, contact the Informa- 
tion Center, Parke County, Inc., 
Box 165, Rockville, Indiana, 
47872, or call 317-569-5226. 


County Art Is Displayed 


The Covered Bridge Art Asso- 
ciation, with its 60 permanent 
artists, provides visitors with one 
of the most popular activities in 
the history of the Covered Bridge 
Festival. In the corridors of Parke 
County’s historic courthouse, 
hundreds of paintings in various 
media are on display daily from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Association’s Art Gallery is 
also located just one block south 
of the courthouse on Market 


Wagon Ride 
Great Way 
To Travel 


The wagon ride with Belgian 
horses can be found on the 
northeast side of the square. 
Enjoy a ride in a farm wagon and 
see the festival from a spring 
seat. 

Get as close to a four-legged 
animal as many others have been 
for years. These horses were used 
for working the fields when the 
settlers first came to this part of 
the state and they were also used 
to bring the farmer’s produce to 
market here in the county seat. 

The farmer would many times 
come to town once or twice a year 
to pay his taxes and a list was 
included by his wife and this list 
might have needs for sugar, flour 
(mostly ground locally), salt and 
coffee. The farmer tried to 
produce most of his staples on the 
farmstead with the use of his 
animals. 

So ride the wagon and try to 
visualize the trips into Rockville 
during the bad weather and 
before all the woods were cut — 
part of the past still remains. 


Street and is open daily, May 
through November. Also, avail- 
able in either place, is 
information on various artists, 
their studios, or exhibits along 
the routes. No admission is 
charged for either exhibit. 

This year a very special limited 
calendar is available. This 
calendar has drawings by twelve 
of the member artists. Proceeds 
from the calendar sale will 
provide a scholarship for a Parke 
County art student. 

Plan now to visit either exhibit 
or artist’s studio and see the 
many scenic beauties as por- 
trayed by these artists. 


Quilters Show 
Is Every Day 


Parke County Quilters will have 
a quilt show at the Community 
Center in Rockville (across from 
the Ritz Theatre) from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. daily during the festival. 
Admission is free, but a small 
donation will be appreciated, be- 
cause the quilters do have to pay 
the building’s rent. 

Besides a roomful of beautiful 
quilts to look at, there will be 
several demonstrations of quilt- 
ing techniques going on at all 
times. Many of the patterns will 
be on sale and some quilts will be 
ready for sale. The quilters will 
have a gift shop in connection 
with the show. 


Free Restrooms 


Free restrooms will be located 
at the Depot, the courthouse 
basement, and at the southwest 
corner of the square. Handi- 
capped facilities will be located at 
the Depot and the southwest 
corner of the square. 
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Time stands still in Billie Creek 
Village, Parke County’s own 
Brigadoon. 

Life forever remains at a turn- 
of-the-century pace. Modern 
hustle and bustle are unknown in 
this nostalgic retreat from 
modern day life. 

Old time crafts and skills, rural 
life and simple town ways are 
typical of life in this recreated 
Parke County village. 

Nestled along side US 36 one 
mile east of Rockville, Billie 
Creek Village offers visitors an 
opportunity to cross through a 
covered bridge portal into the 
past. 

Although much is old, much is 
also new this year at the village. 

A drug store with soda fountain 
awaits visitors this year. The per- 
fect setting to enjoy an ice cream 
sundae and admire tin walls and 
ceiling, the drug store was moved 
to the village in December and re- 
stored this year. 

Further down the boardwalk, 
the new Calico Shoppe offers a 
wide variety of quilting supplies, 
calico fabrics, turn-of-the-century 
patterns and fashions and 
homemade items in a tastefully 
decorated shop. 

Governor Wright’s house has 
been restored to reflect a typical 
mid-1800 town house. The former 
Indiana governor would be proud 
of the bright red bustle bench and 
platform rocker adorning his 
parlor. 


Things To See 
At Billie Creek 


Blacksmith 
Broommaker 
Candle dipping 
Pottery shop 
Newspaper office 
Quilting 

Rail splitting 

Farm wife chores 
Farm animals 
Llama and zebu 
Petting pen 
General store 

Two churches 

One room school 
Weaver’s log cabin 
Calico Shoppe 
Drug store 

Livery barn 

Burr mill 

3 covered bridges 
Farm house 
Governor’s house 
Governor’s bakery 
Artists at work 
Woodworking/Tin shop 
Post office/bank 
Mule wagon ride 
Horse drawn wagon 
Old farm equipment 
Art gallery 

Much, much more 
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Visit the governor’s kitchen 
and the Billie Creek Bakery will 
tantalize your senses with the 
smelis and tastes of made-from- 
scratch, fresh baked donuts and 
bakery items. The charming 
decor appeals to the eye. 

Enjoy art? Arts and crafts are 
demonstrated and offered for sale 
throughout the village. The 
general store has a wide range of 
Parke county-crafted and other 
items for sale. 

The village broommaker, pot- 
ter, candle maker, weaver, 
spinner, printer, blacksmith, burr 
mill operator and farm workers 
also produce a number of unique 
and unusual items. 

Be sure to visit the Billie Creek 
Art Gallery in the back of the 
peaceful Baptist Church. Covered 
Bridge Art Association and other 
Parke County artists’ works are 
featured. 

A new woodworking and tin 
shop features old time equipment 
used by true artisans. Be sure to 
visit the livery barn — upstairs 
and down — to see the museum 
of antique farm equipment. 

Visit the one-room school 
house, long the symbol of Billie 
Creek Village. Don't be late for 
class, though. The school bell an- 
nounces each class session. 

Something old but new has 
been added to the village skyline. 
Antique street lights, purchased 
and installed this year, create 
endless entertainment opportuni- 
ties for evening enjoyment of the 
village. 

Hours will be extended during 
the Covered Bridge Festival this 
year for visitors’ enjoyment. 
Village crafts will open at 10 a.m. 
and close at 8 p.m. Entertainment 
will be offered on the two Friday 
and two Saturday nights of the 
Covered Bridge Festival. 


Cn aay 


Several new animals — 
miniature goats and burros, 
donkeys, horses, a young filly, a 
Hama and zebu, plus many 
feathered and furry friends are 
new to the Billie Creek family this 
year. Visit the petting pen to pet 
and feed the animals. Other 
animals are nearby at the farm- 
house. 

Transportation to the farm- 
house is by horse drawn wagon 
and is offered at no cost. A mule 
ride through a covered bridge and 
across the creek is available for a 
quarter. 

Still bursting with energy? 
Enjoy another new activity. The 
village has acquired 80 adjacent 
acres of forest. Take the mule ride 
or ford the creek near the farm- 
house and walk Billie Creek’s new 
scenic nature trails. Winding 
along a pond and through wood- 
land, the trails provide an oppor- 
tunity to view cardinals, wood- 
peckers, hummingbirds, raccoons 
and deer. Watch out for snapping 
turtles. 

When your visit is over, catch 
the shuttle wagon back to town. 
Shuttle wagon service is available 
every day of the festival. Parking 
at the village is free but limited. 


Want To 
Know More? 


For information, contact: Billie 
Creek Village, Inc., RR 2, P.O. 
Box 27, Rockville, 
47872 or call 


Indiana 
Kay Hinds, 
manager, 317-569-3430. Billie 
Creek Village is located one 
mile east of Rockville on US 
36. Admission is $2.50 for 
adults, $1 for children. Season 
Passes are available for $8.50 
per dependent family. Group 
rates available. 
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Buildings Create Nostalgic Mood 


Pony Express Returns 
To Serve Village Patrons 


Galloping hooves will herald 
the arrival of the pony express at 
Billie Creek Village each day 
during the Covered Bridge 
Festival. 

For ten days and ten days 
alone, Billie Creek Village is a 
valid U.S. postal cancellation 
station. Special envelopes and 
cancellation stamps are available 
for use at Billie Creek’s post 
office. Stamped letters will be 
conveyed via pony express to 
cancellation stations. 

Mail delivered to Billie Creek 
expressly for this special event 
will be canceled with the special 
Covered Bridge cancellation 
stamp selected in Parke County, 
Inc.’s sixth annual Postal Cancel- 
lation Contest. 

Billie Creek will accept 


requests for the special cancella- 


| 


es, 


Blacksmith Te 


tion. Send $1 and a stamped, self 
addressed envelope to Billie 
Creek Village, RR 2, P.O. Box 27, 
Rockville, Indiana, 47872 to col- 
lect a memento of this special 
pony express revival and Covered 
Bridge Station cancellation of the 
postal service. 


Feathered Friends 


: to 


iow 


1984 Calendar 


MAPLE FAIR — FEB. 25 & 26, 
MARCH 3 & 4, 9 A.M. -5 P.M. 
See the maple syrup camp in action. Sip hot sassafras tea and tour 
the village as crafts are demonstrated during this winter awakening 
of Billie Creek Village. 
SCHOOL DAYS 

Grade school classes visit the village during the month of May. 
Reservations required for this classroom outing. 


MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND 
The village’s season begins. Open Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
during Memorial Day weekend, the village assumes a noon -5 p.m., 
Thursday - Sunday schedule through October. The village opens 
earlier and longer for special events. 
EARLY WHEELS — JUNE 3, 10 A.M. -5 P.M. 

Antique car buffs will love this event. Vintage automobiles and 
wheeled devices displayed throughout the village. 

CIVIL WAR DAYS — JUNE 23 & 24, 9 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
Hundreds of soldiers, ladies in 1860-era gowns, mounted cavalry and 
dozens of artillery pieces recreate Civil War Days. Drill com- 
petitions, a ladies team, military ball and pre-battle skirmish 
highlight Saturday activities. On Sunday, Civil War era church 
services and a battle between the blue and gray are crowd pleasing 
favorites. 

FOURTH OF JULY FREE 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL - NOON -5 P.M. 
Old time entertainment, free cake and ice cream. Good old- 
fashioned, family fun. 
PARKE COUNTY QUILT SHOW — 
JULY 21 & 22, NOON -5 P.M. 
Over 100 quilts displayed. Quilting demonstrated. A quilt lover’s 
delight. 
ARTS & CRAFTS DAY — AUG. 11 & 12, 10 A.M. - 5 P.M. 
Craft demonstrations galore. Musical entertainment. Brouse or buy 
a work of art. 
STEAM HARVEST DAYS 
SEPT. 1-3, 10 a.m. -5 p.m. 
Oats thrashed, hay baled the way Granddad did it — with horses and 
steam powered engines. Worth seeing to renew old memories or to 
chart a new experience! 
SORGHUM & CIDER FAIR — 
SEPT. 15 & 16,10 A.M. -5 P.M. 
Apple butter made in copper kettles, sorghum cane squeezed by 


horse-powered press tantalize with the tastes and smells of old time 
autumns. 


COVERED BRIDGE FESTIVAL — 
OCT. 12-21, 10 A.M. -8 P.M. 
Say farewell to Indian summer at Billie Creek. Arts, crafts and foods 
to see, sample and take home await your visit to the village. Walk 
through our three covered bridges and return to life as it was at the 
turn of the century. 
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There Are Covered Bridges Everywhere You Look 


Come Visit The Senior Citizens 


dome people think the happiest 
folks at the festival are to be 
found at the Senior Citizens 
Hospitality Tent. Parke County 
has a Senior Citizens Club that 
knows how to have a good time 
and has also demonstrated many 
times that it knows how to take 
hold of a project and make things 
move. At the Hospitality Tent 
they do both. 

During the year members find 
time to plan for the festival and 
when October rolls around they 
are ready with a hearty welcome, 
interesting exhibits, and little 
programs now and then - usually 


with guests participating. Com- 
fortable chairs are plentiful, tall 
tales are swapped and members 
of other similar groups as well as 
non-affiliated oldsters go away 
with that heart-warming feeling 
of having made pleasant new 
friends. 

Everyone, regardless of age, is 
welcome at the tent on the south 
courthouse lawn and there will be 
a free cup of coffee for all guests. 
There are cupcakes, plants, hand 
work, jellies, and jams for sale. 

Visitors can also listen to the 
music of the old fashioned organ 
with intervals of singing of old 


Lodging In Private Homes 


By the time you have received 
the copy of the COVERED 
BRIDGE COURIER, most rooms 
in the motels and hotels in Rock- 
ville will have been reserved for 
the Covered Bridge Festival. 
However, for the convenience of 
our guests who wish accommoda- 
tions of rooms in private homes, 
in town or on farms, a reservation 
service is provided at the 
registration desk in the Festival 
Information Booth. 

Pleasant, comfortable rooms 
are available and they are 
sensibly priced. Mrs. Keith 
Pickett is in charge of this free 
scheduling service and will have a 
listing of rooms with a description 


of the accommodations. Advance 
reservations may be made by 
filling out the coupon below and 
mailing — the earlier the better. 

This year, an advance payment 
of $5 must be mailed in with the 
coupon on this page and it will be 
applied to the cost of the room or 
rooms when settlement is made. 
This is necessary because too 
many people make reservations 
and do not come. If cancellation of 
your reservations is made, your 
advance payment will be refund- 
ed. 

Your reservation will be con- 
firmed by mail until one week 
before the festival opens, other- 
wise, pick it up on arrival. 


LODGING IN PRIVATE HOMES 


City State 
Phone Zip 


Number in party No. of women 


No. of men boys girls 


No. of beds needed for above children 


Preference: In town 


On farm 


(all accommodations are in modern homes) 


Date of arrival 
Approximate hour of arrival 
Special considerations: 


Dog No Stairs „ Other , 


Date of leaving 


Wheelchair___ Baby 


Advance payment of $5 is enclosed. 


Mail To: 
Mrs. Keith Pickett 
502 S. Market Street 


Rockville, Indiana 47872 


PHONE: (317) 569-5226 


favorite songs. They have taken 
the problems out of the old pump 
organ. Plan now to stop and sing 
along with the other visitors. 


Show Is 


An Added 
Attraction 


The Antique Show and Sale has 
been an added attraction to many 
visitors to Parke County during 
the Spring Maple Fair and 
October Festival. 

During the ten years of partici- 
pation in both festivals, the shows 
provide an educational experi- 
ence, plus the opportunity to pur- 
chase quality antiques. It is also a 
nice place to go during inclement 
weather, and enjoy fine food that 
is served there. 

A nostalgic experience awaits 
the novice and avid collector. 

The show has over SO dealers 
and will be held October 14, 15, 
16, October 21, 22 and 23 at the 
Rockville Armory, west of US 41 
on Howard Avenue, and the Com- 
mercial Building, 4-H Fair- 
grounds, north on US 41. The 
hours of the show are 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
There is one admission for both 
buildings of $1.50 and tickets are 
good for three days. 


Information Ctr. 
Is The Depot 


The old train Depot on US 36, 
at the east edge of Rockville, is 
the year-round information center 
for Parke County. Also crafts, 
paintings, and handiwork are on 
sale during the year. 

During the festival, the Depot’s 
area will contain the Photography 
Exhibit, which is open to the 
public. While at the Depot, you 
can see crafts that are made in 
Parke County. 

The train schedule may be 
posted for the latest arrival or 
departure, although the last train 
left in 1974 and never returned. 
Also available in the Depot 
Tourist Information Center can be 
found the Pony Express Enve- 
lopes which have a special design 
on them as well as a special postal 
cancellation drawn by a local 
artist. 

All charter buses will report to 
the old Depot for instructions. 
Loading and unloading of. the 
charters will be made at the 
Depot with its nearby parking lot. 


Touch Of Yesterday 
Slide Show Theme 


Once again, as he has for over 
20 years, Leon Lawrence will pre- 
sent another of his slide shows 
about the festival and Parke 
County both Fridays and Monday 
of the Festival at the Ritz Theatre 
in Rockville. This year, 1983, the 
show is called “A Touch Of 
Yesterday,” in recognition of the 
continuing theme of nostalgia. 


If. 
Leon Lawrence 


When Lawrence started taking 
pictures at the second Covered 
Bridge Festival (1958) he had no 
idea that one day those pictures, 
along with thousands of others he 
would take subsequently, would 
provide a pictorial history of the 
many succeeding festivals and 
other developments that have 
made Parke County, Indiana, one 
of the truly unique tourist areas in 
the United States. 

On the original schedule of 
events of the early festivals was a 
slide show, and shortly after he 
started visiting Parke County on a 
regular basis, the festival 
committee asked Lawrence to 
take over this part of the pro- 
gram. That was over 20 years ago 
and he has been doing it ever 
since. Many of the pictures shown 
are of one-time only events, such 
as the flood destruction of the 
Grange Corner and Adams 
bridges, the development of Billie 
Creek Village, the dramatic 
moving of the Portland Mills 
Covered Bridge in 1960, plus 
numerous unusual happenings 
that could only take place in Parke 
County. In addition to the classic 
events, each year new pictures 


Watch For The 


As Bridge Festival visitors 
travel the covered bridge routes, 
they will be greeted with a wide 
assortment of scarecrows. Ballots 
will be passed out and we ask you 


are added, all of them an af- 
fectionate acknowledgement of 
the basic idea of the festival — a 
review of midwest American life 
about the turn of the century, the 
way it was when Grandma and 
Grandpa were young. 

Leon Lawrence is an accom- 
plished photographer whose 
pictures, both black and white 
and color, have been published in 
many newspapers and national 
publications. He has been 
president of the Parke County 
Camera Club and organizer and 
director of the Parke County 
Spring Photography workshops. 
Since retiring from active 
business, Lawrence has been 
devoting much of his time to 
photographic activities, (especial- 
ly in Parke County) and to giving 
slide shows for various organiza- 
tions — women’s clubs, senior 
citizens’ groups, camera clubs, 
conservation and historical socie- 
ties, and other associations. He is 
currently chairman of the Chicago 
Chapter of the Photographic 
Society of America, belongs to 
other photographic organizations 
as well as the Indiana Covered 
Bridge Society and many conser- 
vation-oriented groups. The 
Lawrences live in Flossmoor, 
Illinois (Chicago suburb) and also 
have a home in Rockville. 

At the early festivals, when 
there were not so many people to 
accommodate, the slide shows 
were given in a church recreation 
room or the gymnasium of the 
Rockville High School and no ad- 
mission was charged. But as the 
festival grew and the slide show 
became more popular, it was 
moved to the Ritz Theatre and a 
modest fee of $1 was charged. 
The admission has never been 
increased — it's still one dollar — 
and that’s certainly ‘‘A Touch Of 
Yesterday!’’ We can assure you 
in complete sincerity, there is 
nothing in connection with the 
festival from which you will get 
more for your money. 

Remember, ‘‘A Touch Of 
Yesterday” is at 8 p.m. in the Ritz 
Theatre in Rockville Friday, 
October 14; Monday, October 17; 
and Friday, October 21, 1983. 


Scarecrows 


to vote for your favorite scare- 
crow. Prizes will be awarded their 
creators, based on the balloting of 
festival visitors. 


Look For These Signs 


i + 


COVERED 


‘We Cooperate’ Permit 
With 27th Annual Parke County 


Covered Bridge Festival 


Permit No. -- 


BRIDGE CAPITAL 


Business Membership Decal 
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Towns Of Parke County Offer Unique Attractions 


Rockville isn’t alone in offering 
something for the Covered Bridge 
Festival visitor. Other towns in 
the county have their own unique 
attractions. 


MARSHALL 

The town of Marshall was 
platted by Alfred and Mary 
Hobson November 19, 1879. The 
town was named for Mahlon 
Marshall, who was county com- 
missioner during the building of 
the Parke County courthouse. 

The Federated Church at the 
north edge of town was built in 


r ar 


1965 to replace a building that 
was destroyed by fire in 1964. The 
congregation is composed of 
members of the Friends, Metho- 
dist, Christian, and Presbyterian 
churches, who consolidated their 
meetings. They have, since that 
time continued to grow. The 
Marshall Baptist Church is 
located just east of the main inter- 
section so that five denominations 
are represented in this com- 
munity. 

The Arch located in the center 
of town was erected in 1921-22 to 
commemorate the World War I 
soldiers. For many years their 
names were listed on the side. 

The Citizens State Bank located 
on the corner was chartered in 
1903, and continues to be the only 
bank in the county that is open on 
Saturdays. A plastics manu- 
facturer located in Marshall after 
the Kraft cheese plant was 
closed. This plant also has other 
facilities in Bloomingdale. 


Be sure and visit in the 
Farmer’s Market tent located in 
town for crafts, paintings, and 
food. There is also an antique 
caramel corn machine that still 
makes good snacks. Plan now to 
stop and see these good people in 
their third year. 

MECCA 

Mecca, located on the Brown 
Route, has many historical sites 
located within its boundaries. 
First, the one room school was 
moved board-by-board to its 
present location near the Mecca 
Covered Bridge. Its relocation 
and restoration was sponsored by 
the Mecca Historical Society. 
During the festival, this school 
will be in session with children 
from the Southwest Parke School 
District. 

The Mecca Covered Bridge 
serves as a reminder to the past 
with its Burr arch construction. 
Nearby is a genuine, hand-dug 
witched well (‘‘witched well’’ 
meaning it is located by a water 
witch). 

The present grade school, 
because of its Victorian Romanes- 
que architectural design, has 
been listed in the Indiana Historic 
Sites and Structures. This build- 


Arch At Marshall Welcomes Vistors 


ing will be open for visitation | 


during the festival. 

The Mecca Historical Building, 
which was the former M.E. 
Church, after having been 
restored, is now used by the 
Southwest Parke School Corpora- 
tion as an office for the superin- 
tendent and cafeteria for Mecca 
Grade School. This historic 
building will also be open for 
visitation. 

In the area adjacent to the 
Schoolhouse, will be found food, 
homemade items, and home- 
grown produce. Other businesses 


are Maurey’s Country Store and 


the Whatzit Antique Shoppe. The 
Long Branch Restaurant will be 
open 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays 
and 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. weekends. 
MONTEZUMA 

Montezuma, home of the Pig 
Roast, is located on the Banks of 
the Wabash, and is the second 
oldest town in Parke County. 
Here on the Brown Route, you 
will enjoy historic sights of 
interest. The Erie Canal and 
Benson Basin, which was used in 
the past to store and turn canal 
boats, is found in decaying age. 

In 1818, Montezuma was the 
sight of Old Sugar Creek 
Reservation, headquarters of the 
Miami Tribe. The town was 
named for Montezuma, Emperor 
of the Aztecs. 

Old time activities center 
around the Aztec Trading Post. 
Under the tent you will find pro- 
ducts from Parke County — arts, 
crafts, paintings, canned foods, 
jams, jellies, breads, made bv 
Parke County homemakers. Th: 
festival area will be enlarged t 
accommodate more visitors’ park 
ing and entertainment will be pre 
vided at the campgrounds an 
patio. Pigs will be roasted Octc 
ber 14, 15, 16 and October 21 
22 and 23 and barbecue and plai 
pork sandwiches will be serve: 
the full ten days of the festival 
Other available foods will b 
ham and beans with cornbread 
homemade soup, hot dogs, pies 
crullers, hot cider, pumpkin ic 
cream — enough food to appeas: 
the heartiest of appetites. Th 
festival area will be open from ' 
a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. 

The town’s six 
welcome all visitors. 

New camping facilities hav 
been made at Reeder Par 
Camping Grounds, along th 
Banks of the Wabash with plent 
of electrical and beautifu 
primitive campsites on the banks 
For reservations call Paul Zach 
man, 317-245-2644, or write 50 


churche 


Jefferson Street, Montezuma 
Indiana 47862. 
BLOOMINGDALE 


The Bloomingdale community 
including the Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, Eastern Star, and the 
Youth Association, will have a 
rest stop for visitors to the festival 


on the Yellow Route. 

The Bloomingdale Eastern Star 
will have their old-time apple 
butter made in the open kettle for 
those who like to watch the 
demonstration. The Volunteer 
Fire Department and the Youth 
Association will serve food and 
have various types of crafts avail- 
able for sale. 

On display during the festival 
will be a unique group of farm 
equipment including a 1921 J.I. 
Case, 65 h.p. steam engine along 
with other antique machinery. 

Special evening entertainment 
will be offered both weekends of 
the festival. This will include 
old-time movies on both Friday 
nights, October 14 and 21 and on 
Wednesday, October 19. 

Live band entertainment will be 
presented on Saturday evenings 
and Sunday evenings will feature 
an old fashioned gospel sing. 

The community has four 
churches — Christian, Methodist, 
Nazarene, and Friends, the oldest 
being Friends and the newest 
being Nazarene. All have many 
points of history their members 
are delighted to discuss with the 
visitor who inquires. 

The town is spread out because 
when the railroad came through 
the area, the town moved north- 
ward toward it. It appears that the 
town is larger than it is because 
most of the houses are located 
along the major street. 

Bloomingdale also had stations 
of the Underground Railroad. An 
historical marker is located on 
U.S. 41 to commemorate the, ser- 
vice of Alfred and Rhoda Hadley, 
who were conductors on the Un- 
derground Railroad during that 
period of time, but other stations 
were located here as well. 

BRIDGETON 

Situated in a quaint valley 
formed by Big Raccoon Creek, 
Bridgeton is a favorite stop on the 
Red Route. The double-span 
covered bridge, built in 1868, the 
dam and grist mill make Bridge- 
ton one of the most photographic 
spots in Parke County. 

A tour of the Weise Mill, which 
dates to 1823, is worth the time 
because it shows how burr stones 
were used to grind corn, wheat, 
buckwheat, and rye into flour or 
meal. ; 

The Palette Art Studio offers 
the talents of Delores Collings, 
Louise Michael, and Lois Sciotto, 
and their specialties are land- 
scape oil paintings with covered 
bridges and rural settings. These 
are working artists and can be 
found at their easels during the 
festival. 

Ye Olde Covered Bridge 
Shoppe is a source of china 
paintings, antiques, gifts and 
Hoosier crafts. 

The Bridgeton Pottery Shop 
has a potter who makes the 
traditional pots with other crafts 


Bridgeton Bridge Is Photograp 


as well by Jane Knoblock. 

Bridgeton Antiques and gifts is 
open from May 1 to October 31 as 
well as the first weekend in 
December, Friday through Sun- 
day, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. offering 
antiques, collectibles, and hand- 
made gifts. 

The Bridgeton Country Store 
offers the visitor many of the 
items that could be found at the 
turn-of-the-century. This store is 
open all year, Monday through 
Saturday, as well as Sundays and 
holidays from Memorial Day 
through October 31. 

Visitors to Bridgeton will not go 
away hungry, either! The Boy 
Scout Ice Cream Shack specializes 
in persimmon, hot apple and 
pumpkin ice cream. Dottie’s 
Cinnamon Shoppe features hot, 
freshly baked cinnamon rolls. So 
follow the aroma to the mobile 
unit that resembles a covered 
bridge. The Bridgeton Volunteer 
Fire Department and Auxiliary, 
assisted by the Bridgeton School 
PTO, will have prepared tempting 
dishes for those who are really 
hungry after roaming the country- 
side. So enjoy the eating 
pleasures that Bridgeton has to 
offer. 

Also visit the Bridgeton 1878 
House, which specializes in 
unique gifts, antiques and hand- 
crafted items displayed in a 19th 
century setting. 

ROSEDALE 

Hoosier hospitality is an every 
day way of life in the quiet little 
village of Rosedale, located in the 
southwestern section of Parke 
County about midway on the Red 
Route. 

This community of 825 people, 
through its very active Com- 
munity Civic Club, has converted 
an ex-auto agency building into a 
fine civic center. It is the center 
for a wide range of community 
activities nearly every day in the 
year, but during Covered Bridge 
Festival it houses a well-stocked 
farmer’s market that displays and 
sells a huge variety of local pro- 
ducts and handicraft items. 

The Civic Center provides food 
and restroom facilities for Red 
Route visitors. For those who 
enjoy just looking, there is ample 
room to browse among the 
various displays and to see 
demonstrations of the way some 
things were done in yesteryear. 
This rest stop makes for an enjoy- 


‘able interlude in a tour of the 


bridges in this southern section. 
There is a total commitment of 
Rosedale citizens toward making 
the festival the success that it has 
enjoyed. It is almost unbelievable 
that this tiny village could muster 
more than 25 percent of its total 
population in two successive 
weekends to contribute time and 
effort in festival activities. 


In addition to the many 


activities in Rosedale, its people 


ors, 
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her's Dream 


host the hog sausage shack, the 
ham and biscuit shack, a corn-on- 
the-cob shack, and the huge half- 
block long chicken barbecue, all 
on the courthouse square in 
Rockville. : 

The time and labor for these 
various projects is free and is 
volunteered simply for the 
satisfaction in seeing that festival 
guests are properly entertained, 
adequately fed, and can return to 
their homes convinced that Parke 
County operates a festival without 
undue commercialism. 

TANGIER 

Tangier is a small community 
on the northwestern edge of the 
Yellow Route. The people of the 
area have begun working 
together to create a community 
center with its rest stop and food 
service. ` 

This stop will provide demon- 
strations of crafts long forgotten. 
Stop awhile and see or ask how it 
is done. The crafts are a skill that 
needs to be continued into the 
next generation. 

The food in most demand is the 
roast beef that is cooked in the 
ground for several hours and then 
served. Because of the slow 
cooking, the meat is both juicy 
and delicious. This is the only 
stop that this special beef can be 
found. 

Homemade crafts and canned 
goods will be for sale by 
individuals along with the items 
that can be found in their 
Farmer's Market. 

Also, on the schoo! grounds wilt 
be found the historical marker 
celebrating the state’s centennial 
in 1916. This marker has a bronze 
plaque stating that it will be 
opened in the year 2016. The 
marker is one of the few left 
standing in the state. 


TR State Park 


Has Programs 


Turkey Run State Park will 
offer a wide variety of programs 
throughout the festival. The 
Naturalist staff will present hikes 
and talks during the day and dif- 
ferent topics each night, open to 
all Parke County visitors. (Gate 
admission fee of $1.50 is 
charged.) Schedules for the 
programs will be available at the 
park. A new attraction in the park 
is the newly restored Lusk Home, 
located just above the Narrows 
Covered Bridge. 


China Painters 


If you’re looking for a different 
gift item, Christmas decoration, 
or just another collectible, do plan 
to visit the Raccoon Valley China 
Painters under the big tent at 
the north entrance of the court- 
house. 
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THE COVERED BRIDGE COURIER 


Your Help Is Some Other Places To Go During Festival 


Needed For 
The Bridges 


In times past, the efforts of the 
Covered Bridge Festival com- 
mittee and Parke County Inc., the 
sponsoring organization, have 
continued with the maintenance 
of the cevered bridges whenever 
the funds vere available. During 
the years of 1980 through 1983, 
more than $130,000 will have 
been spent on the moving, 
resioration, and maintenance of 
the 34 covered bridges of Parke 
County. 

The help of all those who ap- 
preciatce and revere the covered 
bridges and the place that they 
make in history is encouraged to 
contribute to the Parke County 
Charitable Trust., This trust is to 
promote the preservation of these 
covered bridges as well as edu- 
cate the generations to come. The 
education should foster the 
significance of the bridges to the 
history of this county, state and 
country. Without the bridges, the 
settlement of this area would 
have been further delayed or by- 
passed. 

If you are interested in partici- 
pation in this project of preserva- 
tion and education, contribute to 
the Parke County Charitable 
Trust, P.O. Box 165, Rockville, 
Indiana 47872. 

Contributions and donations 
made to this fund are tax 
deductible. Any effort on this 
behalf would be appreciated both 
by this generation as well as the 
generations to come. 


First Aid Station 


A first aid station will be 
located at the southwest corner of 
the courthouse square during the 
normal festival hours. The station 
will be staffed by local EMT's. 


Parke County Business Firms Want You To Stop By 


Hillcraft Jewelry Co., 216 West 
Stark Street, handcrafted jewelry 
at wholesale prices! Just one (1) 
block east of Rockville High 
School and five (5) blocks north of 
the square. Open 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
during Covered Bridge Festival. 


Covered Bridge Art Association 
Gallery, 215 South Market in 
Rockville. Has artwork of over 50 
members. Open daily (except 
Tuesday) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. May 
through November. All day 
during the ten days of festival. 
Information on all members avail- 
able. 


Jungle Park Antiques, 9% 
miles north of Rockville on US 41. 
Nautical brass furniture, type 
cuts and drawers, general line. 
Yearly hours, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
weekends. Festival hours 9 a.m. 
to S p.m. June Craig. 


Village Mall Antiques and 
Gifts. US 36 one-half block east 
of square. Come in and browse. 
General line of new, old and in- 
between. Lots of stuff. Open June 
through October, Thursday 
through Sunday, noon to 5 p.m. 
Festival hours 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
317-569-6009. 


The Courthouse Booths 


See the Gregg family under 
main tent for jelly, jam, pickles, 
hot peppers, apple butter, 
pumpkin butter. All kinds of 
decorated corn and dried flowers. 
Hardy mums and sunshine im- 
patiens - green plants. Hard 
candy and lots of breads. Wayne 
and Virginia Gregg. 


You will like ROSEDALE ON 
THE RED ROUTE. Come and 
visit us. Florida Township Civic 
Center, Inc. 


Jellies, preserves, pickles, 
candy, relishes, cookies, breads 
and quilts. West side of square 
under the tent. See you at the 
festival. Mrs. Betty Hazlett, RR 
2, Box 142, Rockville, Indiana 
47872. 317-435-2127. 


Tri Kappa - Welcome Festival 
guests! Ham and beans, corn 
muffins. Northwest corner of 
courthouse lawn. Proceeds go to 


educational scholarships for 
county youth and charitable 
causes. 


Mary Foxworthy, north side of 
tent, jam, jelly, sorghum, red and 
black popcorn, gourds, Indian 
corn, maple syrup, dried flowers, 
honey, pumpkins, cakes, candy 
and lots more! 


Charlie, Sue, Alisa and Marty 
Engle hope you enjoy the Covered 
Bridge Festival. Be sure to stop 
and see us on the east side of the 
square at Sue’s Candy Apple 
Stand. 

Special events at Montezuma - 
pigs roasting over open fires on 
October 14-15-16 and 20-21-22- 
23. Barbecue and pork sand- 
wiches served daily. Farmer’s 
market, arts, crafts, breads and 
candles. Aztec Trading Post. 
Hours 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 


Tinker’s Acres - near Old Mill 
Covered Bridge, Raccoon Lake. 
Biscuits and gravy kettle cooked. 
Beans, cornbread, our own pies. 
Camping, hay rides, crafts, 
quilts. SR 59 North, Mansfield 
turn off. Box 92, RR 1, Rockville, 
Indiana 344-1075. 


Dale’s Pharmacy - 113 West 
High Street, Rockville, 569-6502. 
Sick room and convalescent aides. 
Free delivery. Prescription Ser- 
vice and Senior Citizen’s Discount 
on Prescriptions. ‘“‘Dale really 
does care.’’ Dale Cooper. 


Turkey Run Canoe Trips - try 
our 15 mile scenic trip through 
two state parks. See three 
covered bridges or try the three 
mile trip through Turkey Run 
Park and see the most photo- 
graphed bridge in the county. We 
provide all transportation. Lo- 
cated one-half mile north of SR 47 
on US 41. Call ahead for in- 
formation, 317-569-6705 or 597- 
2456. 


For the best in lodging and 
food, stay and dine at ‘‘Turkey 
Run Inn” located in Turkey Run 
State Park, ten miles north of 
Rockville, on SR 47. Open all 
year. Phone 317-597-2211, 597- 
2212, or 597-2213. 


The Palette Art Studio in 
Bridgeton on the Red Route. 
Local artists Delores Collings, 
Louise Michael and Lois Sciotto. 
Open daily May through Novem- 
ber, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Phone 317- 
548-2859. 


American Legion Post 48, 112 
East High Street, Rockville, In- 
diana. Dedicated to the Veterans 
and to the community, state and 
nation. 


Raccoon Lakeside Apartments 
2-bedroom, completely furnished. 
Nine miles east of Rockville, first 
road west and north of bridge off 
US 36. Recreation room - 
swimming pool - motorboats and 
docks. For reservation call 317- 
344-1162. 


Gobbler’s Knob Country Store 
recapture yesteryear’s nostalgia. 
One of the county’s largest and 
unusual gift shops. Eight miles 
north of Rockville on US 41. Open 
May through October, seven days 
a week, Bloomingdale, Indiana 
317-597-2670. 


The Boar’s Nest - The Hen’s 
Nest. Lots of unique craft items 
along with antiques - good food - 
much more - come and visit us on 
the Red Route in the beautiful 
town of Bridgeton, Indiana. Come 
and see a proud community! 
During festival, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


Church Services 


St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Rockville. Saturday Masses, 4 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m.; ‘Sunday 
Mass, 11:15 a.m. Immaculate 
Conception Mission, Montezuma, 
Sunday Mass, 9 a.m. 

Pentecostal Church of God, 410 


North Erie, Rockville. Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday 
morning worship, 10:45 a.m.; 


Sunday evening service, 6:30 
p-m.; Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 
Memorial United Presbyterian 
Church, West Side Square, 
Rockville. Church School, 9:30 
a.m.; worship, 10:45 a.m. 
Assembly of God, West Middle 
Street, Rosedale. Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; worship service, 10:30 
a.m.; evening worship, 7:30 p.m. 
Bloomingdale Friends Meet- 
ing, Bloomingdale. Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; worship, 10:30 
a.m. 
First Baptist Church, Rockville. 


Sunday School, 9:30  a.m.; 
worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday 
evening, 6 p.m.; Wednesday 


evening prayer service, 7-8 p.m. 


Festival Headquarters: Here's What To Look For 
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12. Covered Bridge Kitchen 

13. Funnel Cakes 

14. Summer Sausage Sandwiches 

15. Baked Potatoes 

16. Beef Barbecue 

17. Pork Chops 

18. Corn-on-the-cob 

19. Cinnamon Delight 

20. Broom Tent 

21. Parke Players 

22. Senior Citizens’ 
Hospitality Tent 

23. Biscuit and Ham 

24. Pink Lemonade 

25. Photography Exhibit. 
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